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“I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus”
Philippians 3:14
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INTRODUCTION
We have been diligently preparing to welcome our First Baptist Academy students back
to school on Wednesday, August 18! The COVID-19 pandemic has affected almost every aspect
of our lives, and we continue to proactively work to protect our students and staff. The
partnership between families and schools is always a key to student success, and this school year,
it is even more critical than before. Parents will need to accurately screen their child’s health
each day, communicate regarding symptoms, and only send them to school if they are well.
First Baptist Academy will once again offer traditional, in-person learning on the
school’s campus. At this time, our plan is not to mandate that students wear masks at school.
However, we would appreciate it if you would consider having your child wear a face covering
while inside at school, especially for those who are 11 and under and have not had the
opportunity to be vaccinated. If you want your child to wear a face covering at school, please
email Becky Daffron at bdaffron@fbacademy.com, and we will enforce your wishes and require
your child to wear his or her mask inside at school. The school’s strategy will be to implement a
combination of the following measures: (1) health pre-screening with temperature checks,
(2) desk shields in all classrooms, (3) optional face coverings inside, (4) hand sanitizing stations
throughout the campus, and (5) strict testing requirements for anyone exhibiting symptoms or
exposed to COVID-19. The above-mentioned measures will not be employed individually, but
instead, will be combined to provide a safe environment for students and staff. The remainder of
this document will detail how FBA will put these strategies into practice. Adjustments to this
document will be made as local and state situations change during the course of the school year,
and if specific policies require modification.
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FACILITY PREPARATION
The following measures are being taken to create a safe environment on the FBA
campus.
INTENSIFIED CLEANING AND DISINFECTING
Intensified cleaning and disinfecting measures will occur on physical spaces, equipment,
and materials regularly contacted by FBA students and staff. As we did last year, through
CityWide of DFW, we have hired a Day Porter to enhance cleaning and disinfecting during the
school day. The Day Porter and FBA staff have implemented increased cleaning for high-touch
items (doorknobs, handles, fixtures, outdoor equipment, etc.) and high-traffic areas (classrooms
during passing periods, weight room, cafeteria, etc.). School buses are cleaned during the day,
and restrooms are monitored and cleaned more frequently throughout the day. Disinfectant
wipes, spray, and foggers containing FDA-approved cleaning solutions will be used to clean and
sanitize various areas on the FBA campus during the day.
HVAC IONIZATION
Ionization has been integrated into the HVAC system in the Rogers Building, which
helps deactivate “harmful substances like airborne mold, bacteria, allergens, and viruses”
(HVAC Ionization). Ionizers are used in HVAC systems to improve air quality, and adding these
at FBA has created a positive impact on the indoor air quality of the Rogers Building.
ACRYLIC DESK SHIELDS
Every elementary student has an acrylic desk shield. The desk shields for elementary
students stay in the classrooms throughout the day.
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GENERAL GUIDELINES
HYGIENE PRACTICES
Routine healthy hygiene practices are a foundational measure to protect against COVID19 and similar viruses. CDC hand-washing guidelines indicate that students should wash hands
for at least 20 seconds after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing, and before eating. If soap
and water are not readily available, hand sanitizer will be provided.
FACE COVERINGS
FBA students have the option to wear face coverings. Parents who want their child to
wear a face covering at school should email Becky Daffron at bdaffron@fbacademy.com.
Parents are encouraged to send a backup face covering in the student’s backpack. However, if a
student breaks or loses a face covering and does not have a backup face covering, FBA will have
masks available. Parents should regularly clean face coverings.

5

COVID-19 POLICIES
RESPONSE TO A CONFIRMED CASE
When a teacher, staff member, or student tests positive for COVID-19, please
immediately contact Head of School, Jason Lovvorn, at jlovvorn@fbacademy.com or 214-9232813. Here is First Baptist Academy’s step-by-step response to a confirmed positive case when
an individual has been inside a building on campus within two days of exhibiting symptoms or
testing positive if asymptomatic:
1. Contact all FBA families and staff members through the RenWeb email system to alert
them of a positive case on campus. No names will be provided.
2. Send an additional email through RenWeb to parents with students in the same class as
the individual with the positive case. In elementary school, parents of students in the
same homeroom class will be notified. Middle and high school parents will be notified if
their child is in the same grade level, extracurricular activity, or any of the same classes
as the individual with the positive case. The appropriate teachers and staff members will
also be notified. Entire classes will not be required to quarantine or test, but COVID
testing will be available for anyone interested in testing. No names will be provided.
3. The individual with the confirmed case should provide a list of anyone associated with
FBA who may have been potentially exposed going back two days prior to symptoms, or
for asymptomatic individuals, two days prior to the test. This includes those who ride in
carpools with the individual who tested positive. Individuals with a confirmed case must
be honest, open, and transparent about any potential exposure that has taken place inside
or outside of school. Exposure is:
a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while not
wearing a mask or face shield); or
b. being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional
factors like masking, ventilation, presence of dividers, and case symptomology
may affect this determination
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4. If any individuals associated with FBA may have been exposed to COVID-19, the school
will notify them of the exposure, and if permission is granted by the individual with the
positive case, Mr. Lovvorn will share the individual’s name with individuals who may
have been exposed. Any individual considered exposed must follow FBA’s guidelines for
returning to campus after potential exposure. All individuals involved must respect the
privacy of one another and not disclose personal information.
5. FBA’s contracted janitorial service company, City Wide of DFW, will be notified of the
positive case so that focused cleaning on any necessary areas can take place.
6. Any individuals with a confirmed case of COVID-19, exhibiting symptoms of COVID19, or exposed to COVID-19 must follow all of the protocols outlined in the section
“Return to School Protocols.”
7. All negative test results and doctors’ notes for any individuals returning to FBA’s campus
must be turned in to Nurse Freeney.
CONFIRMED CASE OR SYMPTOMS WITHIN A HOUSEHOLD
When an individual in a student or staff member’s household tests positive for COVID19 or is exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, please immediately contact Head of School, Jason
Lovvorn, at jlovvorn@fbacademy.com or 214-923-2813. The school will not be contacting other
FBA families if a household member not attending FBA tests positive for COVID-19 or is
exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, but the student or staff member living in the household must
follow the required FBA protocols.
RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOLS (CONFIRMED CASE, EXHIBITING
SYMPTOMS, OR EXPOSURE)
CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID-19
Teachers, staff, or students testing positive for COVID-19 must meet and document all of
the following conditions before being permitted to return to the FBA campus:
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At least ten (10) days must have passed since symptoms first appeared, or if no
symptoms appeared, at least ten (10) days must have passed since the first positive
COVID-19 test.



The individual must be symptom-free for at least 48 hours without fever-reducing
medication.



The individual must receive a negative test result on an FDA-approved COVID-19 test.

EXHIBITING SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19
Teachers, staff, or students exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 will be assumed to have COVID19 until proven otherwise. Teachers, staff, or students exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 must
meet and document the following conditions before being permitted to return to the FBA
campus:


The individual must receive a negative test result on an FDA-approved COVID-19 test
and provide documentation AND



The individual must be symptom-free for at least 48 hours without fever-reducing
medication.
o

An individual testing positive on a COVID- 19 test must follow the protocols
listed above under “Confirmed Case of COVID-19.”



If an individual is exhibiting symptoms but refuses to test for COVID, the individual
must be symptom-free for at least 48 hours without fever-reducing medication and must
obtain a note from a medical professional clearing the individual based on an alternative
diagnosis.



If an individual has been diagnosed with non-contagious health issues or pre-existing
conditions such as seasonal allergies, please send a doctor’s note to Nurse Freeney at
afreeney@fbacademy.com ahead of time explaining the details of the medical condition.
This note will not preclude the individual from the requirements outlined above, but the
information will allow the school to make an informed decision based on symptoms
exhibited.



Scenario A: An individual goes home sick with symptoms on Monday morning, and
symptoms ended without the use of fever-reducing medicine on Monday at 6:00 pm. 48
hours from the last symptoms will be on Wednesday at 6:00 pm. The individual takes a
rapid response COVID-19 test on Tuesday morning at FBA at 7:30 am and receives a
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negative test result. In this scenario, the individual will be permitted to return to FBA on
Thursday morning due to the following conditions being met and documented:



o

The individual has received a negative result on a COVID-19 test; AND

o

48 hours have passed since exhibiting symptoms.

Scenario B: An individual goes home sick exhibiting symptoms on Wednesday and
reports continued symptoms from Wednesday-Saturday. The individual is diagnosed
with strep throat on Thursday. Symptoms end without the use of fever-reducing
medicine on Saturday at 4:00 pm. 48 hours from the last symptoms will be on Monday
at 4:00 pm. In this scenario, the individual will be permitted to return to FBA on
Tuesday morning due to the following conditions being met and documented:
o

48 hours have passed since exhibiting any symptoms; AND

o

A note from a medical professional has been obtained and submitted to FBA,
clearing the individual based on an alternative diagnosis.

o

First Baptist Academy will request to COVID test the individual before they
return to school. Although the individual received an alternative diagnosis, we
would like students and staff to receive a negative COVID test before returning
to school after exhibiting any symptoms. We appreciate your cooperation in this.

EXPOSURE TO COVID-19
Teachers, staff, or students who have no symptoms but are confirmed to have been exposed or in
close contact (as defined below) with someone with a confirmed case of COVID-19 or with
someone exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 must meet and document the following conditions
before being permitted to return to the FBA campus:


If an individual is exposed to someone exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, once the
individual with symptoms has received a confirmed negative test, the exposed individual
may return to the FBA campus. An individual exposed to someone exhibiting symptoms
who has tested negative will not be required to test, but they can test if they desire. If the
individual exhibiting symptoms does not receive a negative COVID-19 test, the exposed
individual must follow the “Exposure to COVID-19” protocols outlined below as if they
were exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19.



If an individual is exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, the
individual must meet and document the following conditions before being permitted to
return to the FBA campus:
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o

o

o



Individuals who are not fully vaccinated must:


receive a negative COVID-19 test result for four (4) consecutive school
days. The individual will be permitted to remain on the FBA campus
each day provided that test results continue to be negative and the
individual does not exhibit any symptoms.



Please monitor symptoms closely and consider wearing a mask indoors
during this time.

Individuals who are fully vaccinated (or have submitted a positive antibody test
in the past 30 days) must:


receive a negative COVID-19 test result, then receive another negative
COVID-19 test result four (4) school days later. The individual will be
permitted to remain on the FBA campus each day provided that test
results continue to be negative and the individual does not exhibit any
symptoms.



Please monitor symptoms closely and consider wearing a mask indoors
during this time.

Individuals who refuse to test when they have been exposed to someone who has
tested positive for COVID-19 must quarantine for 14 days after the last known
exposure. If no symptoms are exhibited after 14 days, the exposed individual
may return to school.

If an individual has continuous exposure (continuing to live in the same household
as an individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 or exhibited symptoms of
COVID-19), the exposed individual must meet the following conditions:
o

Exposed individuals who are not fully vaccinated must:


quarantine immediately. The exposed individual will be out for at least
10 days while the individual in the household who has tested positive
completes the protocols for a confirmed positive case. Once the
individual in the household who has tested positive has been cleared
based on FBA’s COVID-19 protocols, the exposed individual can return
to school based on the “Exposure to COVID-19” protocols outlined
above (must receive negative test results four consecutive school days).
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o

Exposed individuals who are fully vaccinated (or have submitted a positive
antibody test in the past 30 days) must:


o

Test daily while the individual in the household who has tested positive
completes the protocols for a confirmed positive case. Once the
individual in the household who has tested positive has been cleared
based on FBA’s COVID-19 protocols, the exposed individual can return
to school based on the “Exposure to COVID-19” protocols outlined
above (receive one more negative test result, then another negative test
result four days later).

Individuals who refuse to test when an individual in the household has tested
positive for COVID-19 must quarantine for 14 days after the individual in the
household who has tested positive has been cleared based on FBA’s COVID-19
protocols. Therefore, an individual will not be allowed to return for at least 24
days if they refuse to test when an individual in the household has tested positive
for COVID-19.

Exposure or “close contact” is defined as:


being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while not
wearing a mask or face shield); or



being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes; however, additional factors
like masking, ventilation, presence of dividers, and case symptomology may affect this
determination



Individuals are presumed infectious at least two days prior to symptoms onset or, in the
case of asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, two days
prior to the confirming lab test.



Additionally, First Baptist Academy defines exposure as living in the same household as
an individual who tests positive for COVID-19 or exhibits symptoms of COVID-19.

SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19
 Feeling feverish or a measured temperature













greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees
Sore throat
Headache
Diarrhea, nausea, or vomiting
Loss of taste or smell
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Congestion or runny nose
Cough
Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath
Fatigue
Chills, shaking, or exaggerated shivering
Significant muscle pain or ache
Rash of unknown origin

